How Do Scientists Help The Community In The Animal And Human World?
By Cora Van Nest

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The real life superheroes, scientists, help the community in more ways than one. Wildlife biologists live double lives: one in the animal world and one here with the humans. Sherri Lisius is a Wildlife Biologist for the Bureau of Land Management who has also studied many animals, including sage grouse, bears, foxes, and martens. Lisius, before coming to Inyo County, worked in Yosemite studying bears. If anyone wants to build or make anything with public land, she goes onto that land and checks for animals. She also makes sure that what they are doing won't harm any animals that could be there. She also deals with “problem animals”, which are animals such as bears that have been doing mischievous things in areas humans live. Lisius also does restoration projects on habitats for animals so future generations can enjoy animals too.
	Sherri’s main job is to ensure that development projects done on public lands won’t harm animals. This helps the community for both the animals and humans. Animals get to be protected and their populations are less likely to be affected by our activities. One example of her work is related to a four-lane section of highway south of Lone Pine that has been proposed. Sherri and her co-workers can help the wildlife that live near this proposed stretch of highway by, for example, making sure that a small fence is built to discourage animals from crossing the road and being hit by cars. She would also make sure that the road is not built during migratory birds’ breeding time. It’s clear that Sherri Lisius helps communities of animals, but how does she help humans?
	Sherri Lisius also deals with problem animals, which are animals that have some clashes with humans. Sherri and her co-workers put radio collars on the bears to track their movements. Using the collars, they can see which bears are getting into towns and are breaking into houses or cars, or sifting through trashcans. If bears become a large nuisance to humans, they have to kill the animals. So, if Sherri can keep bears away from humans, this will save bears’ lives and reduce the nuisance of bears for humans in towns. Sherri’s bear work provides a great example of how she helps animals and humans at the same time, but are there other examples?
	She also helps animals and humans at once through habitat restoration projects. The restoration projects involve renewing and restoring natural places that have been changed by humans. Lisius does this for sage grouse, the main animal that she studies. Sage grouse love open, continuous sagebrush habitat because they use the sagebrush plants for protection and food. Sherri restores sagebrush habitat by planting sagebrush plants in areas where they’ve been removed, and also by taking away trees that have grown in areas where there once was open sagebrush habitat. How this restoration helps the humans, however, is by protection areas for animals so that their populations can thrive for many generations and so that humans can enjoy seeing these animals when they go out into these habitats. Having animals in future generations is one of Lisius’s main goals. Protecting their homes will keep animals from going extinct, and these animals bring a lot of joy to the humans that see them.
	Sherri Lisius is like many other scientists that make differences for our community for any species. She helps with problem animals, makes sure animals are protected, and does restoration projects. She helps both animals and humans in more than one way. Sherri Lisius is a real life superhero on a mission to help many different communities, both animal and human alike. 



How Do Scntsts ol Tho Commury n The Arral A Human

By Cornvan st

s s s gonraions an sy anat o

St o0 1y s ok dovopmont ot don cn
i s o A . i R s oty o oot
‘@imasand humon. Animl o 1 bo ool nd o papusbons
s oy o aecied b ur s, O axapl o hr o'
elted oo arsocin f gy S0 f Lo i et s e
ropacc, Shart an horcowator can hlp o Wi Bt v it s
ropaced st of Ny b, o sxampe. makg 1ot sl
onia s ol o g A o sk 1 o b by
oS wada s ke o Tl 100 1 B G IO
S rooang ma 5t Sha s s commnton o
it o o doe s

Shorh U i dass wih o annals,wich o snimal it
v oo ot wih itans. Shat it -GS pd
ot v n bor 0k s v, s cob, ey can
o s e G i o v s g 0 P
oo fiog o . ffbars b e o o
Rimans, iy v 1 el S 4 Shart o oeats vy
o e, e i S b b e 0 nocanc ofbors
ot i . ShaTs bt ok oA 3 GRS 58 o PO
S bl i a4 P 1 s . s ot et
gt

S s i anasandrmans o e naiat
fesorain pects. Th reloraon prjects il ronowiyand
L€ RS 1o T ave o Change by P s s
a0 roce, o man vl htoh soden Soge ro e
DR ot S8 it s hey s e Segebh
e o oo o, Shr e S0 hat



